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SERMON 


— OO 


TO THE RIGHT 
WORSHIPFYILL 


S*RanvaLlr Crtvy Knight, 
one of bis Maiefties Serieants 
at the L avv. 


Right worfhiptull : 
I&22IFF Doe vnfainedly profeſſe my 
= 8 ſelfe for euer bound -onto 
F END. you , for your pndeſerued 
IS JJ 3 goodneſſe towards me, and 
I LY F your forward and willing 
— inclination to entertaine 
we into your fauour. Which , arit doth require 
and challenge from mee all reſpeFifull acknow- 
ledgement : ſo am Iwilling to take any occaſion 
ro witneſſe the ſame, and for that cauſe am bold 
to preſent this ſmall diſcourſe vnto your Patro- 
wage, 4s a pledge of my vnfained thankeful- 
neſſe : humbly defiring you to yeelde pnto it 
your fawonrable acceptance , vntill ſuch time as * 


here- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. - 

heereafter , 1 ſhall by ſome better meanes gine 
more pregnant teitimony of my thankefull minde 
and dutifull devotion. Tn the meane time 1 ſhall 
endeuour my ſelfe to deſerue your good fauours , 
and will not ceaſe to praythat the Almighty God 
may multiply pon you and yours allthe bleſings 
and honours of this life , and after this life 
crowne you with immortallgloryin CHRIST 
JESYVS, 


Your Worlhips 
humbly deuoted' 
+ intheLordlclus 
\ 


WILLIAM Cas:x. 
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AND NECESSITIE 
of Godly Feare, 
= Doin 4 ab nmr 

Stand in awe, and finne not. 


PaSggHERE is in the Church of God, 
TERY and cuer ſhall bevntothe end of the 
= world, pcople of a two-fold condi- 
tion ; both prefigured in theScrip- 
tures of the Old Teſtament, by ma-. 
ny typicall premonſtrations ,.as of 
Sarah and Hagar , of 1ſaacand 16+ 
macdl, of Iacob and Eſa, of the Iſrac- 


rure 
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6 of the Nature and necefliti 


ture of the manifold vexations and grieuances of Sex/ and 
his adherents : Hee writ this Pſalme, conſiſting partly of 
deuout petitions vnto God z part] of ſharp reprehenlions 
vnto his enemies ; partly of godly exhortation to repen- 
tance: and laſtly, of diuine reſolution with himſclfe. Pray- 
iag vnto Godin the firſt verſe , exprobrating his enemies 
in the ſecond and third, admoniſhing them in the fourth 
and fift, and in the three laſt verſes, refoluing with him- 
ſelfe, that the light of Gods countenance ſhould miniſter 
vnto him more cauſe of gladneſle and reioycing, then all 
the vaine and vncertaine delights of natures bleſlings , 
wherein worldly minded men doe chiefly repoſe them- 
ſelues can poſlibly afford vnto them; and that in full atlu- 
ied confidence thereof onely, hee would relt himſelfe (a- 
tified and ſecure, 

In imitation whereof , though wee have begun this 
morning Sacrifice with Prayer , yet beeing conſcious 
every oneof our owne guiltinetle for linne, we cannot as 
the Prophet doth here in the perſon of Chriſt , by way of 
reproach, ſhew any contermpe cach of other, and chertore 
itremaines that weeproceecd in the third place , ts exhore 
one another while it i; called to day ( asthe Apoſtle (peakes:) 
andthatſo much rhe rather, becauſe the day draweth ner; 
that as litrerally in this place the wicked enemies of Danid, 
vnder the condu@ of Sax, did grieue and perfecute him, 
as typically the accurſed lewes, vnder the protection of 
Pontis Prlatedid purſuevnto death , and crucihe the Sa- 
wiour of the world : fo ſpiritually, we having trucly and 
really,by the aboundance of our ſinnes, vnder the power 
and ſubieion of Satan , betrayed and diſhonoured our 
Lord and Redeemer, may aboucall things be carefull that 
hereafter we land in awe and ſore not. 

| In which words 1 doe briefly obſerue theſe two (pe- 
cialties, Fir(t, the prexention of ſmne, Secondly, the prohibi- 
110n of ſinne, The prevention of linnein this word [ ſtana 
mm awe;) The prohibition of ſinne inthis[ ſinne not.) 


For the tirlt, the word ( as Interpreters doe tranſlate 
it) 


of Godly Feare. 3 
ie ) doth originally Ggnifie a ſimple commotion or r- 
i of the minde of man in ——_ without oor 
tation at all. Now as the minde of man is mooued by dis 
vers and ſundry paſſions ; ſo Tranſlators doe diuerſly re- 
ſtraine it, Some to anger, as thevulgar hath it Iraſcimini, 
be angry;ſuppoſing that S. Pawlin the fourth tothe Ephe. 
ſans, and the 26, verſe, hath referencevnro this Scripture, 
where he faith, be angry,but ſinne net, Others limit it to an 
intention of teare,and ſorender it contremiſcite,tremblegrn- 
derſtanding thereby that ſodaine and diſtrated trembling 
and amazement, which is the beginning of repentance, 
ſuch a one as ſurprized $S, Pas! in the way vnto Damaſ- As 94. 
cuswhen the light from Heauen had caſt him down, & he 
heard che voycez it is (aid, that he n— greatlh a 
wiſhed (aid, Lord what wilt thou hane me to doe ? And laſtly, 
others, but eſpecially our learned Church doetranſlate it, 
[ fand mm awe.) Signifying thereby, not onely that ſodaine 
horror which ſurprizeth allthe powersof the ſoule, when 
reat and vnexpected cuills doe preſently aſſault it ; but 
ikewiſea continuall motion of feare inthe ſoule, whereby 
it Joth alwaies ſtand in awe by the expetancy and danger 
of euills to come. So including not onely tremerew, but 
timorem;not onely a ſodaine pallion of aftoniſhment, but 
alſo a cautelous and deliberate paſſion of doubtfulneſſe 
and feare, According as the Apoltle admoniſheth. Hee 
that thinketh heftandeth, let him take heede , and be not high 
munded, but feare, Intimating that the onely way to be [e- | 
cure from the danger of puniſhment for linne , is to feare 
to commit ſinne. As if the Prophet ſhould ſay in more 
words, O yeeSonnes of men, yee mighty and greatmen 
of this world, how long will ye hold on by your con- 
trerapt and (corne to fmpute that ava reproach and ſhame 
vnto me, which is my {t glory , plealingand decei- 
uing your (clues in the lying and deludk vanities of this 
world? For be ye ſure that although the Lord doe yet ſuf- 
fer you for atimezthus contempeuouſly to reproach the 
footelteps of higannoineed ; 1 at length will he returne 
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4 of the Nature and neceſiitic 
and vindicate him that is godly, from the defpight of his 
enemies , and (et him apart for himſelfe z the Lord will 
heave when 1 call ypen bim. And therefore it is now high 
time that ye bethinke your ſeſues, that your hearts be (ha- 
ken andfctled in a fearefull and awfull reſpe& of that al- 
mighty God, which ſurely will beauenged on all his ene- 
mies, vnlelle thecurrent and (treame of your crying lins 
bereſtrained by a godly feare. Which is the true(t expo- 
ſition of this Text, and molt agreeable to the ſenſe of this 
Scripture. #eare therefore is the duty here ſimply propo- 
ſed, the necefſitie whereof I doe atthis time purpole to en- 
force. Firlt poſiremely, as it is a Divine injunction to (tand 
in awe and feare of God at all times; and then relate) , 
a$itis the (peciall and onely meanesfor the auoyding and 
reſtrayning of (inne, Inthe firſt I will conſider ; firſt, what 
Feare is in it ſelfe,then how God onely is co be fcarcd,and 
none other belides him, 

Now Feare in itſclfe;is a pafſion of the ſenſible appetite, 
ſhunniog and auoyding irreliſtable evills, future and to 
come : For the better vnderſtanding whereot , wee are to 
conſider, thatas there are in man two prircipall tountains 
of diretion z namely, Reaſon ane Senſe; fo are there like- 
wiſetwo generallmutiues vntoaion;the Will & the Ap» 


petite, For wee mult haue- ſpeciall care in ſearching out 
the knowledge of theſerhings, that we make a difference 


betweene the Will properly and flrialy taken, and that 
inferiour naturalldelire which is called the Appetite; the 
oneindiuers reſpects being moreexcellent then the other: 
the one 13 as the Miſtreffe, the otheras the Seruant, For 
the apperite isthe wills ſolicator; and the will is the appe- 
titescontrouler : The one is free, the other m (cruitude; 
tor all ations which proceed from'the*diſpolition of 'the 
will ,-are in the power thereofeyrher tobe performed or 
ſtayed: whereas the appetite-cannotchule, bur riſe at the 
light offuch things as itts affected withall; neyther is itin 
our power whether wee be (hrred withaffeRions or no. 
Finatly,the will is a free detire or bending of our ſoules vn- 


to 


of Godly Feare, 
to the having or doing of that good, which onely rea- 
ſon and vnderſtanding preſcribeth : the appetite an ear- 
neſt and neceſlary incliyation & delire, vnto thÞ.t good 
onely which ſenſe propoleth, Theone is called appetits 
rationals, thereaſonable appetite z the other apperirics ſen- 
farow , the lenlible appetite, Forthe obie of thewill is 
that good which reaſon doth leade vsto ſeeke, and the 
obie& of the appetite is whatſocuer ſenſible good may 
be wiſhed for. Now as our appetite doth immediately & 
politiuely reſpe and ſeeke after good ; ſo doth it nece(- 
farily by conſequent auoyd that which is euill ; ſo that as 
politiuely good, (o negatively euill, is the obieR thereof, 
And according vnto the diuers circumſtances of its ob- 
ie of good and euill , fo is the appetite varied into di- 
uers formes and faſhions, which are called theaffetions 
or paſſions of the minde. For as in the generall it is in- 
clined vnto good, it is called Loue, and as it reliſteth e- 
uill,it is called Hatredzas it earneſtly purſueththat which 
is good, it iscalled Zeale, andas it vehemently o 

ſeth that which is evill,itis called Anger zas it is affe&ed 
with the good which is preſent, itis tiled by the name of 
loy : and as ithath reference vnto the preſent evill, it is 
named Sorrow z if it reſpe future good, Hope ; and if 
future euill, Feare. Feare then is a paſhon or affeion of 
the ſenſibleappetite , ſhunning and auoyding euills, fu- 
ture and toOcome, 

So that ſeeing what Feareis init ſelfe, in conſidering 
in the next place,chat this fearcis only to be referred vn- 
to God; I will reduce my diſcourſcinto theſe two heads: 
firſt, that he is to be feared:and ſecondly,that he onely is 
t0 be feared, and noother beſides him, 

For the firſt: lemay be a queſtion, in as much as the 
obic of feare is euill, (for wee feare not any thing pro- 
perly , but as euill, ) how can God befaid tobe d 
who is onely good; yeathe ſoueraignegood of all? To 
which I an{wer;that Feare hath a double reſpeR. Firſt,of 
the cuill it flies from , and ſecondly of the gaod from 

B3 whence 
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whence the euill comes. If it be referred vnto the evill, 
it feares it per [ce for it ſelfe; ifvnto the good, it feares it, 
but by accident,not for it ſelfe, but propter alixd, for that 
euill it brings with it, So that ot the obie of 
feare properly be euill ; yet by accident and as it were in- 
dire&ly we may be (aid tofeare that which is good allo. 
And thatin tworeſpeRts, Firlt, leſt the good which wee 
loue,may by ſome euill be loſt and taken from vs. And 
ſecondly, becauſe the good we feare, may hauc init ſome 
pover and ſtrengthto inflit cuillvpon vs. Which two 
reſpets (the Philoſophers (ay ) arethe onely original] 
cauſes of feare, Amor and Defeftus , Loue and Weake- 
nelle; Loue vnto that good which wefeareto looſc;and 
inability to reſiſt that euill, which would take that good 
from vs, Ferwhy doe wefeare death, bur becauſe wee 
louc hfe ? and why doe wefeare a good Magiltrate, but 
becaule hee hath that power to inflict puniſhment vpon 
vs which we are not abletareſiſtzIf we did not loue that 
which is good, we ſhould not feareto loſe it, And if we 
had power to withſtand that which is evill, we ſhould not 
feare it at all. For the biting of a dogge is euill, but the 
Lion feares it noe, becauſe he is able to reſiſt it. What was 
the reaſon that Saw feared, and Dewid had courage toen- 
counter Geliab? but becauſe the one both ſaw his forces 
vnequall, and alſo being deſtitute of Faith , did deſpaire 
of the Lords aſliftance ; whereas the other being atlured 
by Faith thatthe Lord would be his helper, feared nor. 
So that louevnto good, and inability toreſiſt cuill being 
the onely cauſes of feare ; in both of theſereſpeRs there 
is none whom wee ought to feare ſo much as God the 
Lord, For who better to be beloued , in hs preſence being 
the fulneſſe of og, and at his right hand are pleaſures for eucr- | 
more? Or who isable tooppole his almighty power ; and 

therefore in that reſpe&t who is more to be fearcd alſo? 
In confidence wherof the Prophet reſolucth, that r6owgh 
be were in the valley of the ſhadew of death, yet wonld be feare 
wore if, becanfe the Lerd was with him. According vnto 


vn ich, 


of Godly Feare. 
which two, Diuines have diſtinguiſhed feare to be two- 
foldzeyther /ermlw,or filiali,a (ervile or a filiall feare. The 
ſeruile feare doth feare God becaule hee is iult and pow- 
erfull, the filiall feare becauſe hee is good and mercifull; 
the ſeruile feare doth bridle lin, the hliall feare doth pro- 
uoke vnto rizhteouſnelle; the one dothreſtrainetheluſt 
of the fleſh , the other doth ſer forward the motions of 
the Spirit. Whiles we have but the firſt, we are but as 
{cruants, but when wee haue the ſecond, we are accoun- 
ted as Sonnes; by the oneweare afraid to ſuffer , by the 
other wee are afraid to offend ; the obie of the one is 
maluns penz the euill of puniſhment z the obieR of the 0- 
ther 18 ma/xm calpe, the cuill of (inne; the ſeruile feare 
proceeds from that which the Apollle calls, ſpiriewms Ser- 
witatis, the ſpirit of Bondage ; and the filiall feare from that Ront.1 x. 
which hee calls fpiricum Adoptions, the pirut of Adoption: 
For we haxe not ( (aith hee) received the ſpirit of B to 
fear agam but we bane receined the mo of Adoption whereby 
wee cry eAbba| Father : Both of them the good worke of 
Gods moſt holy fpirit ; the filiall feare he worketh onely 
in his ele children , the (eruile feare both in the cleR 
and the reprobate z though not vnto the ſame end. But 
in the reprobate as a pledge and beans of future and 
greater puniſhments z and in his cle , as it is an en- 
trance into grace, whereby the ſcruant of God is admo- 
niſhed ro forbeare ſinne , for inaſmuch as a Chriſtian 
man is an Hypoſtaſis,conliſting of two natures » which 
the Scripture notes out by the Fleſh and the Spirit;the 
Old man and the New, and ſuch like, therfore are both 
of theſe feares required, the one to reltrainethe powerof 
linne,the other to ſet forwards the powers of righteoul- 
nelle, Yetnotbothin the ſame degree of reſpeR. For al- 
though in a Chriltian the ſervile feare cannot be wan- 
ting z becauſe that as in a bad way wee haue as much (if 
not more ) neede of a bridle then a ſpurre : fo wee, 
as it were tiding on through the rough and thorny 


paths of ſinne, haue in that reſpeR morenecde _ 
care 


Gal.4.3e, 
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feare to hold vs backe: yet for all that itis not to be para- 
Jelld with thefiliall feare, nor to be accounted a true and 
eſſentiallpart of Gods worſhip and honour , but onely 
as a remouer of his diſhonor and a preparative vnto the 
filiall feare. In which reſpe&, one of the Fathers com- 
cs ſeruile feareto a Needle,and filiall feare to a Thred, 
© that as the needle doth enter intothe cloth notto ſlay 
there , butto draw in the thred after it ; {o 1s the (eruile 
feare required in euery Chriſtian, not as a thing accepta- 
ble inthe ſight of God, but onely as a preparative vnto 
that filiall feare , wherein his true (eruice doth eſpecially 
conſiſt, 

From the conſideration of which things, wee may ga- 
ther this obſcruation, and carefully lay it vp in our me- 
mories, as a lefſon neceſſary to belearned of all men ; 
That ſo long as we feare the udgements of God , wee 
may deeme our {clues the ſeruants of God : but wee are 
neverthe ſonnes of God vniill we fearc him for bis good- 
neſſe. The ſcruant feares his Maſter ; but why ? becauſe 
that if hee doe not well hee will puniſh him , but the 
ſonne feares his Father,becauſe he loues him, and chere+ 
fore is fearefull to dilpleaſe him ; having more regard 
vnto his Fathers griefe, then his owne puniſhment, re- 
ſpeRtingmorethe lolle of his Fathers loue, then the in- 
curring , and the induring of his owne paine. Now the 
ſeruant abides not inthe houſefor ever, (ſaith the Scrip- 
cure ) but they which haue receiued the adoption of 
{onnes ſhall onely inherit. Why? becauſe hee fearcs not 
Godfor God , but onely for himlelfe, which properly is 
not true feare, becauſe theobieR of it is not truely euill, 
For ma/wn pen , the cuill of puniſhment, which ſeruile 
feare onely reſpedts, is not (imply evill; not evill , /xo g- 
nere, (as the Schooles ſpeak) nor/us narwrain it owne na- 
ture, (for itis a worke of the pure and exa& Tuſtice of 
God,)but onely malum ſecundum nor. cuill in reſvpeR of vs: 
Whereas on the other (ide, the childe-like feare is the 
onely true teare , becauſe onely its obieR is trucly cuill, 


For 
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For mew culpe , the euill of (inne, which it chiefly re. 
ſpecs is /n4 natwre,in it owne nature euill ; although our 
corrupted nature account it as bonum ſecundum ner , ſee- 
ming good vnto vs, and therefore doth our inclination 
ſo much deſire to commit it. And howloeuer the feare 
of ſonnes may be ſaid alſo toreſpeR malvmpency the cuill 
of puniſhment, yet is it not chat puniſhment which che 
other lookes at for ſervile feare lookes onely ar that 
which is called pen ſenſu, that puniſhment which itſen- 
(iblie ſhall feele ; but the hliall teare atthat which is cal- 
led pzna darn, the puniſhment of loſe, fearing moreto 
loſe the loue and fauour of God, and the promiſed ioyes 
of Heauen : then to beiuſtly puniſhed by God, and to en- 
dure all the torments of Hell. Let vs therefore conlider, 
thatſo long as we do feare God onely for his iudgements, 
we are but ſcruile, theſeed of tne bond-woman ; but vn. 
till we feare him for his goodnelle, we are nottheſonnes 
of the free-woman, not the true adopted ſonnes of God: 
By the one we are (hill vader the Law; but by the other, 
weare vnder Grace : The one is wrought in vs by the 
threatnings ofthe Law,the other by the ſweet promiſes of 
the Goſpell. In ſumme :The true childe of God is more 
afraide to deſerve puniſhment, then to ſuffer puniſh- 
ment, | 
Now for theſecnnd, that God onely is to be feared, it 
may be alſo duubred that in as much as the Lord bath 
commanded vs in his word to feare our Parenty, to feare Levit.r9.3: 
the Maoviſtrates, the Gonernowrs which hee hath ſerouer Kom.1 ;.4.7. 
vs: How is he ſaid onely tobe feared, and whatpropor- Ephc(.6.5, 
tion is there between that feare which we owe vnto God, 
and that which we are to give vnto men : what difference 
is there betweene the oneand the other? To whichl an- 
ſer, that God onely, and noother beſides him, isto be 
feared in theſe two reſpeAts and limitations z Simpheuter, 
and per /e (imply and by himſelfe, For hrlt, God alone, 
and neyther Angell , D:will, nor auy other creature 


belides,is to befeared, ſpliciter, limply becauſe he _ 
C ath 
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hath a ſimple and an abſolute power ouer vs. For, 
howſocuer the creature roay haue power to doe that 
euill which we may feare : yet isnot its power abſolute, 
nor ouer all and euery part of vs, butlimited vnto our 
bodies and goods onely. Whereas Gods power is vnli. 
mited and abſolute,both ouer ſoule and body.goods and 
all, and is able to deſtroy all, In which reſpect our bleſ- 
ſed Sauiour admoniſherh his Diſciples , »or ro feare them 
which kill the body, but are not able to hull the ſoule: but rather 
feare kim who is able to deſtroy both ſoule aud body mn bell, 
And the _ why weeare tofearethe Magiltrate, the 
Apollle gives in the 13. of his Epiltle to the Remaner, 
becauſe he beares not the Sword for nonght. But the power 
of the ſword is limited, eyther to our goods, or bodics,or 
lives, and cannot extend vntothe ſoule and conſcience: 
and therefore is hee not to be feared abſolutely as God 
is Wu hee hath not that abſolute power that God 
hath, 

Secondly , God onely is to be feared per /e, for his 
ownelake,tor himſelte, without any reference at all to a- 
ny other creature. For although both Angells, Men and 
Diuells haue power in ſome things to hurt vs ; yet haue 
they it not _—_ from themliclues, nor according to 
their owne wills, but onely from God, and according to 
his will: Neyther hauethey it alwaies, nor in what mca- 
ſure it plealeth them(elucs, but both how much & how 
long ic pleaſeth God: And forthat cauſe our Sauivur an- 
{wered Plate, boalling that he had power eyther to looſe 
him, or put him to death : 7 how conldeft bane no power at 
all ener mee ((aith hee) vnleſſe it were ginen thee from aboue. 
Yea,the Diucll himſelte whom the Scripture itiles by the 
name of the Prince of this world, had no power to touch 
lo rauch azany thelea(t thing that was /obs, further then 
the Lord permitted and gaue leaue. Although there- 
fore weareby the precept of Almighty God to feare our 
Parents and Goucrnours , yet are wee not to feare them 
tor themlclues, but as they haue power and commiſſion 
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God. God therefore _— power both in himſelfe, 
and of himſelfe, and vniuerſall and abſulute ouer all, and 
at all times z is onely ſimply and by himſelfeto be fea- 
red, and all other but vnder him, or trom him , and as 
farreas he permits and commands. 

So that as by (trong evidence of reaſon, we ſee that it 
cannot be denied by any man, but that hee is to referre 
and yeeld all teare onely , and eſpecially vnto God. So 
alſo doth the conſent of Scripture ſound altogether that 
way, exaQting it as one of the chiefelt dueties,thatachri- 
ſtian isto pertorme: namely, at all times to ſtand in awe 
and continuall feare of the Maielty of Almighty GOD. 
Oh that there were (ſuch a hart in my people({aith the Lord,) 
that they would feare me, and keepe all my commandements al- 
waies, that it might bewell with them and their children for e- 
wer, Deut.5.29, Thos ſhalt feare the Lord thy God, and him 
oxely ſhalt thow [erne, Deutro. 10,30. And in the 12, verſe, 
And now 0 Iſrael! what doth the Lord require of thee, but to 

feare the Lord thy God, to walks in his water, &e, I have gi- 
uen you a Land for which you did not labour, and Cities which 

ee built not, and yee dwell in them, of the Vineyards and Or 
chards which ye planted not dee you cate ; now therefore fears 
the Lord, loſu.24.14. And 1 ſay wnto you my friends ( faith 
our bleiſed Saviour in the 12, of $, Lakes Golpell) be noe 
afraid of them that tull the body , and after that hane no more 
that they can doe © But I will forewarne you whom you foal 
feare : Feare him which after he hath killed , hath to 
caſt into hell: yea,] ſay nts you feare him. Feare God and bo- 
nour the King, (faith S. Peter.) And Feare God,and gine glo- 
rie unto him , (aith the Angell that had theeuerlaſting 

Goſpell to preach vntoall the carth, Apoc. 14.7. 

And the Scriptures doth nor only abound in precepts 
to this effect : but allo 1s plenrifull in examples hereof, 
As Abraham, Gen.2 2.12, Lay not thy hand (ith the Lord 
vnto him) vpon the childe , nor doc him any hurt , for now 1 
know that thou ſeareſt me becauſe that for my ſakg thou wouldſt 
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wot bane [pared thine onely Sorme, Toſeph alſo witneſſerh the 
ſame of himſelfe : For [feare God, (faith he) Ger. 42.17. 
The Egyptian Mid-wiues likewiſe are memorable tor 
their feare of God in the firſt of Exodus, and therefore 
did they dareto breake that barbarous and bloudy com- 
mandement of King Pharaoh, wherby they were appoin- 
ted to kill all the malechildren of the Hebrewes, O+a4:4h. 
the Ruler of King «Fbabs houſhold, inthe 1. of the Kings 
18,3. is ſaid ro haue feared God greatly , and theretore 
did he hide a hundred of the Lords Prophets from the 
cruelties of [ezabet. Job alſo approued by the mourh of 
Go4 himſelfec tor his feare. lob. 1.8. The Prophet Dazid in 
the fift Plalme , /n rby Feare,O Lord, will [ ener worſhip to- 
wards thy boly Temple. And in the New Teſtament, Z- 
chary and Elizabetb, Simeon, Cornelun, eAnanias, 211d ma- 
ny others are recorded to their perpetuall praiſe,tor their 
feare of God. Yea, the whole Scripture doth runne 
throughout, that Gods people haue euer beene a feare- 
full people; that Gods generation 1s a trembling gencra- 
tion. And no maruell. Becauſe they cannor ſcrue their 


God, vnlelſethey doe feare him z feare bemg the onely 


and chuefe part of his worthip, For the feare of the Lord is 
the beginning of wiſedome , ( laith the Prophet in the 111, 
Palme.) Allreligion begins in feare, And its elie end of 
all things ſauh Salomon 1n the laſt chapter of Ecele/, The 
endof all thmgs (ſaith hee) is to feave God and keepe hi; com- 
mandementr, Yea , its both the beginning and ending, 
and the continuance of a Chriltian life; for worke ou? your 
ſaluation in feare ard trembling , ( faith the Apotile in the 
{econd tothe Philippians.) And blefſed i the man that fea- 
reth alwates, Prou, 28 1, 1 wal teach you ( faith Sammwel in 
the tweltth chapter of his firſt booke, and the 2 1. verſe) 
the good and right way, Onely feare the Lord and ſerne him 
in truth with all your beart, for conſider how great thmgs bee 
hath done for you, Thereisno ation WS, that pro- 
ccedes from a Chriſtian throughthe whole courle of his 
life, but ſhould receiueſuch atinRurefrom Religion and 
the fcare of God, as ſhould make it, remarkcable for a 
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godly deede; that if we fpeake itſhould be infeate; if we 
workeirſhould bein feare z whether we wake br Nleepe 
or whatſocuer elfe we doe, all ſhould be done in feare 1 
Nay, the truechilde of God takes not ſo much time as to 
eate his mezte withour feare, For indeede when as the 
Lord hath oncerruely and throughly thaken the heart 
and conſcienceof a man, with the cerrours of death and 
hell for Ginnez and hath alſo ſeaſoned his heart with a 
ſweet apprehenfion and feeling of the comforts of his 
holy ſpirit ; when he hath once as it were giuert him a 
to ch of the forrowes of hell, and taſte of the toyes of 
heauzn : he is cuer after fearefull leaſt hefagaine either 
i cure thedanger oftheone, or looſethe happineiſe of 
te other ; As the skinne of chat place that is once 
burned will euer afrer bee more tender then the reſt, 
The life ofa Chriſtian therefore, is not a life of ſecurity, 
a life of diiſolutenetile and ſerwualicie: but a life of rer- 
rour, a life of feare, alife of continuall and awfull re(- 

& of the preſeace and maieſtie of almighty God. 
Not according tothe faſhion of theſe times, whereinmen 
account ita ſinallthing to cozen and deceiue, to extort 
andopprelle, to lie and ſlaunder, to quarrell and con- 
tend, to carouſe and rcuell, as it there were no God in 
heauen that doth behold them : The onely cauſe hereof 
can ſurely be no other then that of the Prophetzin the 36 
Plame. Non cit timor Dei ante oculos corn: they haue not 
the feare of God before their eyes. Primwinorbe Deor fect 
rzmor (faith the heathen Poetry) The firft thing chat ever 
made men to thinke rhere was a God was Feare, Teach- 
ing vs that no ſooner nor longer doe we beleeue there is 
a God then we haue feace. A fearcletſeman therefore is 
agraceletſe manz thewant of feare being an affured and 
vndouhted teſtimonic, that there is no goodnefle in him, 
in aſmuch as it is the firlt grace that is wrought in che 
heart of a man z and fo certaine a'ground of goodnelle, 
that it was generally taken among(t the Tewes for the 
whole worthip of God, and that there can be no part of 
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Gods true worſhip where feare is not, As therefore the 
wants of feare may bee feare vnto vs, if thete be any 
kinde of inclination vnto goodnelle in vs, vnletle we be 
altogether hardened; ſo allo if we defire to be {tary 
many promiſes in the Scriptures ofdiuers and all kinde 
of bleſſings therevnto, may incourage and moue vs to 
ſtrive and endeauour our ſelucs toſtand in awe and teare 
of our gracious God, 

As firſt, Acceptation in his ſight, for in every nation ((aith 
Saint Peter ) he that feareth God and worketh righteon[neſſe 
is accepted of him, A&.10.35. Secondly Mercy, for hu 
mercy « onthem that feare him throughout all generations. uk. 
1.59,Thirdly Compaſlion,for ar a Father hath compaſſion on 
his children, ſo hath the Lord compaſſion on them that feare 
him.Plal.103,13.Fourthly the continuance of poſleririe, 
for bleſſed is the man that feareth the Lord, for be ſhall [ce his 
childrens children, and grace vpon Iſrael, Plal,12 8.1.6. Fitt- 
hr, life, for the feare of the Lord encreaſeth the daier, and 

that ts filled therewith ſhall continue and not be wiſted with 
exill.Pro,19.23. Sixtly, Riches, Glory and Life, for the re- 
ward of bunnlaie and the feare of God, ts riches, glory and life. 
Prow,22.4. Seucnthly, knowledge and illumination in 
the miſteries of our ſaluation : for the Lord rexeales hu (c- 
crets onto ſuch ac feare bimsy, and what man # hee that feares 
the Lordthim will he teach inthe way that he ſhall chooſe.Pſa.2 5 
12.14-Eightly, proteion and preſeruation. Behold (faith 
the Prophet) ode of the Lord is wpon ſuch as = him, 
to deliver their ſouler from death, and to preſerne them m time 
of famme,.Pſal.z3.18. And laflly,audience vnto our prai- 
ers, forts him will [ looke ((aith the Lord) that 5s poore and 
of 4 contriteſpirit,and that trembleth at my words. Eſay 66.2. 
And in (umme,allthoſe things that can make vs blelled 
ſhall we be ſure of, if we live in this feare : for vo good 
thing doth bee withhold from them that feare him. As 
therefore wee doe delire to be accepted of him; as wee 
looke for mercie and compaſſion from him ; as wee 
would expetthe bleſlings of God vpon our polterities ; 
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as we hope for protection and preſeruation from his wl- 
mighty power z and finally,as we would be made parth- 
kers of all thoſe bleſſings that may makevs happy,cither 
in this life or the life to come : ſo are wee ro endeauour 
our (clues atall times to baniſh from our thoughts all ſe- 
curicie, and alwaies preſeruein our hearts a reuerent and 
awfull teare of the dreadfull maicltic of God ; as being 
a(ſured that the dinell will be the accuſer,the Angels the 
beholders, and the iuſt God the auenger of all thoſe 
careleile and fearcleile ations , that at any time (hall 
proceede from vs, through the whole courſe” of; our 
lives, 

Now for the Relatiue part of this feare,thatit is a barre 
and reltrainet vnto (inne, though reaſon and experience 
might ſuthcienely informe vs herein, yet for our better (a- 
tifatiou and encouragement, the Scriptures are expreſle 
in roany places tothis effet, The feare of tbe Lord (faith pro.r4.17. 
Salomon )1s a well(pring of liſego auorde the ſnares of deathgthe 
ſnares of death are the baites of linne zthe onely preſerua- 
tive againſt cheirenticements isthe feare of the Lord,faith 
Salomen+ T he onely meanes which the Lord/ia the- time, 
of the Law preſcribed vnto his owne people, to prevent 
and auoide liane : As for examplezagain(t Oppreſhon, 
Tou ſhall not oppre(ſſe ane another, but thou ſhalt feere thy God, 
Lewt.25.17. And againſt Extortion, take no w{arie of thy 
poore brotber ,uor increaſe, but feare thy God ver, 36. Againit 
Crucliie and Tyranny allogbou ſhalt notrule oner bums wit 
rigour, but ſhall feare thy God. wer. 43, Againe, thaw ſhalt not 
curſe the deofe, nor put @ ſkumbling blacke before the blinds, 
but hall feare thy Grd, Lexit.19.14. Andinthe 32. yerle ar 
gainll irreuerence towards ſuperiours, tbow foale riſe op 
efore the haarie head, and honowr the face of the old man, ara 
feare thy God. Again(t preſumptuous diſobedience to the 
Prieſt and ludges; And at the peaple ſhall beare andfeare and 
doe no more preſun _—_— 3. Againſt diſhoula- 
tion , mm loelenef eart fearing God, Col, 3, 22+ What 
ſhould i ſand toinſtancein any more particulars in a 
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mkerer ſo conſonant and agreeable to common ſenſe, 
that onely che feare of God doth depart from iniquitie, 
A point of inſtruction onely (eruing tor a rule to trye 
whether there be any feare of God in vs or no. For if at 
any time'the diuell, raking aduantage dy our owne cor- 
ruption, ſhallſuggeſt either revenge for injuries, or de- 
ceit to get profit ; tovſc falſe weights or meaſures to in- 
rich ourſelues, or indirect meanes to attaine our -purpo- 
ſes; or what wickednelle ſo ever ſhall be behovofctull vn- 
to vs :if we feare, we ſhall forbeare, ef wiſe man ſearcth 
((aith Salomon) and departeth from emi. Pro.14.16. And 
therefore beloued,todraw anend ofthis point,in as much 
as both reaſon doth teach vs, and the Scriptures enioy::c 
vsto ſtand in awe and feare of God z and that thereby 
we ſhall attaine' vnto bleſings, and eſcape and prevent 
both finne and puniſhment for finne 3 Let vs then have 


Heb. 12.28.29. £7400 whereby we may erne God acceptably with rexerence and 
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feare, for enen our God is a confurnins fire. 

And ({o1 paſle from the firſt part of my Text, the pre- 
wenſion of ſme: vnito the ſecond, the prohibuion of ſinne, in 
thele' words [Smne not] Wherein 1 will conſider two 
things; the duetie enioyned, [Simne wor;] and the wanner 
of propoling it, which is [idefinitely,] 

For thefrſt; the intent and meaning of the Prophet 
in theſe words [ſore net] may be both 1ullly doutted of 
and queſtioned: For in) aſmuth as'contidering the fraile- 
tic and corfuption of our nature * there's a contiruall 
neceſſitie of 11ne 11 man, the Apoſtle witneſſing the ſame 
of himſelte, being regenerate in t{:efeauenth ro the Ro- 

mans,thathe was crarms!! ard ſorld wart finwe; and that of 
the Propher;who kiiorwerh how oft he offendeth ? and that of 
Sarit I5bn, If be (ay wh have ro ſinmes we” detrine or (thuce, 
and the truth is not m 5, How then ts it Wereſaid, forme rot ; 
doth che Prophet exhort vs to impolkbilities? For an- 
ſwere whereunto, we are toconliderrthat linne in a Chri- 
Nian man is after a ewofotd-manner yg either as a Tyrant, 
or as a Rebell, Aga tyrant before regeneration, when we 
live 
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live as captiues and ſeruants vnder ſinne, obeying it in 
the lultes thereof, and yeelding our members as inflru- 
ments of ynrighteouſnetle vnto ir, without any checke 
or oppoſition at all. As a Rebell,when as aChriſtian after 


regeneration, feeles the law of his members rebelling a- 
gant the law of his minde, and bringing him againe as 
an vnwilling captiuc, vnto the law of tinae. Now after 
this manner, namelyzas (1nne isa rebell, there is no man 
living, but ſinne ſhall (11]] continueand remaine with him 
ſo long as he ſhall live inthe fleſh : which the Lord doth 
purpolely ſuffer in his owne ele feruants for divers 


ends and purpoſes; both to abate the inſulting pride of 


mans heart, to make them wearie of this world, bur el. 
pecially tomake good, and ſhew forth his great power 
1) their weakeneſle. But after the firſt manner; that is,as 
a Tyrant, ſinne isin no man, that is aQtually thechilde 
of (30d, in which reſpe& onely, the Prophet in this 
place doth forbid linne, namely, according tothe Apo- 
{les exhortation : not, that ſinne be not in you; but that 
it raigne not tn you, thatyou ſhould willingly obey ie 
inthe luſts thereof, 

Which kindes of ſinning Saint /obndifferenceth here- 
in, comprehending the one vnder name of finning ſim» 
ply, as the other of committing (inne,by peccare and 
peceatm facere : In thefirlt reſpeR (faith he) he that ſaith 
he hath mot finne ts a lyer and the truth is not in him: Concer- 
ning the other, he ſaith, he that is borne of God ſameth not: 
Theſ: commit not linne, namely, as aleruant of linne : 
Yea he addeth, that he cannor finne, to wit, with a full 
ſing and conſent of his will, asthoſe that be the ſer- 
uants of finne, becauſe the ſcede of God remamer mhim , 
whereby he is partly ſpirit, and not onely fleſh: ſo that as 
he cannot perfectly will that which isYood, becauſe of 
therebellion of the fleſh z ſo can he not will, with full 
conſeot, that which 1s euill becauſe of the reluQation of 
theſpirit, For howſoeuer peccare and peccatum facere, tO 


ſinne and to commit iinne; arenot (o generally differen- 
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ced, but that in many places of the Scriptures, the one 
is put for the orher ; yet is therenecellitie of diſtinftion 
betweene them. For he is (aid properly peccaturs facere,to 
commit ſinne, qui fudio peccanditenetir, which is ſetled in 
adelightfull delire thereof, which bends all the forces of 
his minde, and the whole ſway of his deſires therevnto, 
Being a propertie peculiar vnto the reprobate and vnre- 
generate, who (as the Prophet ſaith of them) imwent mſ- 
ckiefe ypon their beds, they cannot ſleepe wnleſſe they baue done 
ewill, And as the meditation and delight of a true Chrilti- 
an ſhould be inthe law of his God, and in contemplati- 
onthereof : ſo is their whole delight and meditation in 
thelaw of finne, how they may fulfill the lults thereof: 
that is, they linne ex animo, without any relutation at 
all; it comes willingly and plealingly from them : Their 
very thoughts and intentions are more damnable, then 
the (infull aRions of the godly ; why ? becauſe they pro- 
ceede from the heart, their will concurs therewith; and 
therefore our bleiled Sauiour ſaith vnto Indas, nod far 
«is fac cto, that thou doelt doe ſpeedily. Hee had then 
done nothing, yet ſaith our Saviour Zed fac, What 
thou doeſt, becauſe his minde was at that time intent and 
ſet vpon it. Whereas on the other ſide wereade of diuers 
in the Scriptures, whoalthough they did not exaRly tul- 
fill the law and commandements of God in at yet their 
thoughts, their afteions and their wils, being with and 
vpon them, they are (aid to haue kept them. So we reade 

Jy orga , I Þaue done 
righteouſly and juſtly: and / bane kept thy teſtimonies: and 
[ hae not erred from thy precepts, Now how could he (ay 
thus of himſelfe,when as it is well knowne he had many 
times linned grieuoully ? Why ſurely, moſt iuſtly, if we 
confider his heart and affeQtions, though not if we con- 
liderthoſe (infull actions which by infirmitic he fell in- 
to:For his minde and his will was alwaies to haue obcy- 
ed God, and he continually applyed himſelfe that way; 
the law of God was his meditation day and night. In this 
reſpeR 
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reſpeR therefore theProphet doth admoniſh vs FE. 

not, that is, that we commit not (inne , that our de- 
lights be not ſetthereon , that our deſires and our wills 
concurre nottherewith, 

Or elſe thus may be the Prophets meaning in theſe 
words, ſine not : T hat originail concupiſcence, that ha- 
bituall cuſtome of ſinne which is within our natures, is a 
corrupt tree continually (uppullulating & ſprouting out; 
a flehy fountain, overflowing at all times allthe faculties 
of our ſoules. Now, Stand in awe and ſame not , (aith the 
Prophet , thatis, let the feare of God plucke vp thoſe 
poyſonlull ſprigs, and ſtop the pallage of thoſe vnwhol 
ſome (treames, that theone doe not grow , nor the 0- 
ther doe not flow beyond the bounds and limits of Gods 
Law. 

S. lames doth excellently ſet forth the gradation of 
linac, of its beginning, proceeding, and perteRting, in his 
firlt Chapter, the 14.and 15, _ Euery man is temp- 
ted (faith he) when he is dr awne away of his owne luſt, and « 
entiſed: Then when luft hath concemed, a brmgeth forth ſinne, 
and ſme when it u fouſped bringeth forth Death, T he origi- 
nall, and whole progreſſion ot finne vnto the end there- 
of is in theſe wordsexpreiſed. For Concupiſcence begets 
it, the will conceaues it, the a& brings it forth,and death 
finiſheth it, Though concupiſcence therefore would al- 
waies begetit in thee, yet ſame nor, ſaith the Propher;that 
is, yeeld not vnto its entiſements, and let the feare of 
God hold thee backe from proſtituting thy holy will vn- 
to the vnchaſt allurements thereof, Srand in awe and 

/mue not. 

Laſtly to conclude, if for your better vnderſtanding 
hereof I may illuſtrate itby an Allegoricall reſemblance, 
you may imagine the ſoule of man at the firſt ro haue bin 
as the Garden of Eden, the Garden of God; whereinthe 
Lord had ingrafted every thing that was delightfull in 
his ſight , and rw Men his taſt : But when as man 


had fo defiled this beauenly Paradiſe with the filthineſle 
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and ſtench of tinne;the Lord left this goodly habitation, 
and fince its growne a Wildernetle, a poole of Snakes, 
a Cage of vncleane birds, therenothing but thornes and 
Brambles, Weedes and Thillles growes in the ſame, So 
that now afore regeneration the ſoule is as the ruines of 
an olde Garden oucr-growne with weedie and poyſona- 
ble hezrbs. But when it ſhall pleale God to returne vnto 
his Garden, to drefſe it, to digge and furrow vp tl:oſe 
thorny knots by repentance, and plant it againe by faith, 
and caule itto bring forth truits of Loue : then will hee 
againe make1t his habitation, Yet cannot ſuch a eurſed 
ground as is thefoule of man be lo dretled, but here will 
{till beleft a diſpolition ro bring forth weedes, if it benor 
looked vnto, it will (tijl heere and there ſprout out ; and 
if wee be altogether careleſle, it will foone be ouergrown 
againe,and quite extinguiſh the grace of God, Now u hat 
is the ilſuc hereof 2 Why thus, that if che Lord having 
now riddethis Garden trom the weeds of ignorance and 
fin, and planted ir againe with the graces of his holy ſpi- 
rit, doe commit it vntoour care and charge to drelſcic 
and keepcit {o, and yet wee againe doe giue care tothe 
ſubtle baites and enchantments of Satan , and deftile it 
any more with bn : theſecond error ſhall be worſe then 
the firſt, Weed it therfore, and keepit cleane; and it thou 
dolt difcouer at any time any vnuly pallion of impati- 
ence in thy felte, or any inordinate delire of pride, to 
imitate the fantalticke and fanaticke faſhions of theſe 
wanton times , or whatloeuer irregular affection (hall 
ſpring out fromthat hlthy vnhol{ſome fountaine withi::, 
plucke it vp, Letthe tearc of Godchecke and with-hold 
it : Standin awe and /inne not, 
So that hauing ( Ithinke) fufheiently explaned the 
roplicts meaning; inthe liumple prohibition of linne , 1 
will proceed vato the manner of propoling it, which is 
indefinitely z and chatin eworeſpects, both 1n reſpc& of 
the per[0as, and alſo in reſpeR of the time, 
lnreipeR of the perſons,it includes all without excep- 
tions 
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on, comprehending in it, both fngu/a geveruns, and ge- 
nera ſngulorum, For although it were primarily directed 
to the enemies of Dawid in the perſon of Chriſt: yet now 
the partition wall being taken away, and being all one 
ſpiritually , it is to bereterred vnto all men , none ex- 
cepted, as being naturally the children of wrath, and e- 
nemies to Chrilt, Asit contains in it /ngxls generum,there 
is no man living in his particular, that can be exempted 
by any priuiledge from this inhibition of not ſinningzbur 
euery Chriſtian man is bound:to looke to his owne per- 
ſon thar he linne not, neyther again(t God nor man. As 

it containes genera ſingulorum, it likewiſe bindes cuery 

man in his ſpeciall place and conditionto be carefull he 

linnenot: for as euery man is to be caretullin his owne 

particular ty oblerue the generall rules of Chriſtianity , 
that therein hee tranſgretle not : fo are all men to looke 
principally vnto fuch dueties as concerne their (peciall 
calling, as they are (uch and ſuch Chriſtians, eyther Mi- 
nilters, Magiſtrates, Tradeſ-men, Artificers, or whatſoe- 
ver, that therein eſpecially they ſinne not, And the high- 
er the place is, the more care and feare ſhould accompa- 

ny him that is init : eſpecially the Miniſter and the Ma- 
gi(trate; becauſe their negligence and vnfaithfulnefle are 
not (inncs that goe alone, but draw a thouſand after 

them , and therefore are they incident to as much more 

puniſhment. For next vnto the wickednelle of the De- 

uill, is the vnfaithiulncileof the Miniſter and the Magi- 

ltrate. 

Secondly, in re[pe of the ſinne, it likewiſe excludes 
none z but wee are inhibited ail manner of ſinne. Now 
for the kindes of finne , it is by divers men reduced into 
divers heads, As there are (inncs againſt the firſt Table, 
concerning the ſeruice of God. Andthereare (ins again(t 
tizeſecond Table, tranſgreſling our duties rowards men, 
Againe; there are (ins of Omitlion, and innes of Com- 
miſſion, Which diviſion the Apoſtle makes in the fe- 


uenth to the Rowanes ; whereby hee (aith, the geedrbet 7 
D 3 would 
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world, I doe not , meaning thereby ſinnes of Omiſſion : but 
the enillthat I wonldnot doe, that doe I: intimating thereby 
ſinnes of Commiſſion. Againe, ſinne is deſcrided by o- 
thers to beeyther mentall, or verball, or auall. So St, 
Angnſtme detineth it. Percatum eſt dittum, vel fattum, ve! 
cogntatum contra legem Det, In fine, how many heads of 
ſinneſocuer there may be ( 1 cannot now (ſtand to enu- 
merate) they are all heere forbidden, So that all manner 
of pron , of all manner of conditions, whether male 
or female, rich or poore, bond or free,noble or ignoble, 
of publique or priuate imployment, whether in Church 
or Common-wealth ; are to auoide all kindes of linne , 
whether of ignorance or of conſcience, of neglc or 
contempt, of amiſſion or commiſhon, of weakeneſle or 
wilfulneſTe, of ation or affeQtion, by word or by worke; 
there isno perſon exempted, nor no linne excepred , bur 
by exprelle iniunfion from the Lord of all, all manner 
of perſons areto forbeare all manner of ſinnes. 

But now (beloued) if wee apply this vnto our ſelues, 
wee ſhall finde no ſmall difference betweene that which 
the Lord requires of vs, and that we returne vnto him ; 
betweene our duties what we ſhould doe, and our pra- 
Qiſes what we doe ; betweene forbearing all ſinne, and 
forbearing no ſinne. Forlet any man begin at one end of 
this city, and goe to the other, and but take ſpeciall no- 
tice and diligent ſuruey of the carriages of men, and irs 
a hundred to one; if hee diſcouer notalmoſt all kinde of 
ſinne, As happily in the ſuburbs hee ſhall ſee ſome lur- 
king Adulterer come creeping outof one ofthe brothels 
of hell, whothrough the falſe vnfaithfulneſle of thoſe 
that ſhould informe and will not, or the merciletſeleni- 
ty of them that ſhould reformeand doe not, continu- 
eth in his filthineſſe, and is hardned in his finfull and 
wicked praiſes, Next of all' without aps he ſhall 
ſee many of the (winiſh ſonnes of Bacchw come reeling 
out of the ſchooles of drunkenneſſe, breathing and 
belching out nothing but the frothof Ale; divdliſh _ 
tearefull 
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fearefull blaſphemies, to the eucrlaſting ſhame and re* 
proach of man, tothe ſcandall of the holy profeſſion of 


Chriltianity,to the certaine corrupting and euill example 
of others,& to the great diſhonour of almighty God.Goe 
forward and you may-ſce {warmes of lazic and idle 
Drones, the very ſhame of this Land, whoſe profeſſion 
among(t our reformed Laitic is not farreynlike the mor- 
tified Mendicants in the Romiſh Cleargie, even wilfull 
pouertie, deliring rather to begge or (teale ; yea ſtarue, 
then worke and live by the comfortable fruites of ho- 
nelt labour, 

Here alſo are not wanting thoſe deſperate Ruffines 
with whom there is no more then a word and a blow, 
making no more reckoning of a mans life, then if itwere 
to kill a dogge © Curſed be x rs 
their rage, for it us ermell, A aine, You may heare meete 
thoſe Fatted Epicures, whole eyes land out for fatneſle, 
that eate and drinke to (leepe, and rile vp to play, one- 
ly for faſhion they ſometimes take the Church in their 
way : ſuch there have beene, are, and will be vnto the 
end of the world, and yer doethey take it, as a wrongs 
if they be accounted any whit leſle _— then others. 
In cuery corner likewiſe a compapy of ableAtheilts, 
vpon euery trifling occalion darting out helliſh oathes, 
which makes our land to mourne; wounds the eares of 
the very heauens themſelucs, and cries loud vneo the 
high throane of iuſtice for ſpeedy vengeance. Hither 
likewiſe doth oftentimes reſort, thoſe cruell oppretſors; 
that make themſelues gorgeous by the ruins of their 
poore Tenants: Cloathing themſeclues with the fleſh of 
their poore brethren, how ſure are they to finde the re- 
ward of Dixes, that (o little regard the wants of poore 
Lazarus? And laſtly, (for I cannoe (tay to repeateall par- 
ticulars) whereas the outward deportment of a Chrilti- 
an ſhould be nothing more then a louely repreſentati- 
on of grace and modeltie :why now, both men and wo- 
men are generally forthe molt part ſo farre tranſported 

beyond 
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beyond themſelues by pride,thatthey turne Apes and an- 
tickes, dauncing through the ſtreetes, as if they knew 
not whoſe feere they ſtand on: fo ridiculoully , vaine, 
and ſo ſtrangely witlelſe and —_— are men in 
theſe times,asthat/which almolt I am aſhamed toſpeake) 
they are growne proud of their very iavgling of the 
ſtrappes of their bootes, Good God ! what mans 
wit is able to ſinke the g-pth of thoſe ridiculous follics 
wherein tovaine man would plunge himſelte ; it either 
theſhameof men did not withhold him, or the ſeueritic 
of trictlawes reſtraine him, atleaſt-wiſe if the awetull re- 
ſpe& and feare of Gods almighty power and preſence did 
not in ſome meaſure bridle and pull backe the head- 
ſtrong and violene current of his irregular delires? And 
in fine, you may herefeetheſeagen deadly (finnes withall 
their artendanrs,drivenall along before the Diuelto their 
cuerlaſting confulion : So that Satan marcheth with his 
helliſh eroupes throughthe Church of God without con- 
trouley and'theenemie flouriſheth his coulours amid(t 
our forces; 'and -yetthereis none that riſeth vp againſ? 
him, Surely the Prophet in this place doth enioyne all 
men of all conditions, in what they are able, to endea- 
uour te-{toppe and (tay the paſſages of (inne. The pri- 
uvatetherefore ſhould endeauour by ſuch meanes as arc 
in their power, by holy prayers'and brotherly admoni- 
tions, the Miniſter by diſcouering vnro men their (innes 
and reprouing their tranſgreſſions. Indeede, this, none 


_ ofvs can fay, but for the moſt part its faithfully dil- 


charged : but Reaſon (faith one) isa good Orator when 
it hath force! ts backe it, and therefore in the third 
place without the diligence and faithfulne(ſe of the Ma- 
_—_— all that we can ſay will licttleauaile. Now the of- 

ce of cuery Ciuill Magiſtrate even fuch as know not 
God, isto looketo the marketsand to heare and redrelle 
the complaints of all diſturbances of the ciuill peace: but 
of a Chriſtian Magiltrate, to ſeerhat God benorblaſphe- 
med and diſhonoured, that Religion be not diſhartned 
nor 
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nor diſgraced, but that with all his might hee'd64 


oppoſe and diſcountenance , euen all 


phanenefle and diſhonour vnto God ; 'and 
as farre as his authoritie will extend, ſeverely to 


puniſh all offenders in that kinde, that as hebeares 


not the ſword for nought, ſo being the Miniſter 
of God, hee may be a reuenger, to execute wrath 
vpon all that doceuill. Ronencr 13.4, But now its 
growne to ſuch a palle, that if a man have riſen - 


to any place of reſpet in this Citie, hee groweth 
after a manner incontrouleable ; hee may ſweare 
and blaſpheme , hee may ſlaunder or oppreſle the 
poore by foreſtalling the Markets, he may ”m 
the Prieſtly office of Chriſt in the power of the 
keyes , hee may reuell, be drunke , or commit an 
diforder when hee will, and his Worſhip ſhall ſe- 
cure him from incurring any danger of puniſhment. 
But alas ( beloued ) ſhall the poore honours of a 
Citie priviledge any man to diſhonour his Go », 
and can wee thinke that the angrie eyes of G o » 
lookes not ypon ſuch courſes as theſe? Surely there 
will not alwaies be a time of mercie, but at length 
the Lord will burſt out into vengeance, for though 
the Lord ſuffer long and mach, yet wee reade not 
that hee rg may Try atlengrh (as = Prophet 

akts) in the bye fierce will hes wiſe v2 
, a roddes 34 hug wet vr his furie 
hike ſire, X 

And howſoeuer ſome men doe thinke this Ci- 
tie to be greatly reformed from what it hath beene, 
yer if they looke vpon it with a lefle indulgent eye, 
they ſhall ſee but little reformation therein z one- 
ly the ſame or worſe ſinnes, mazked ouer with 
more plauſible and colourable pretences , that its 
Gods wonderfull goodnefſe,- wee are not as $s- 


deme and Gomorrah, ray as the beaſtly _ 
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lhg ſinne of drunkenneſſe is become the onely 
linewes of —— the filehy pollu- 
tion of the Temples of the holy Gholt, at the 
mention whereof the heart of every true Chri- 
tian ſhould even nauſcate and riſe with indigna- 
tion, is generally for the molt part accounted but 
as a youthfull recreation, and laughed at. When 
fearefull oathes are become meere phraſcs of gal- 
lantric, and the vnbrotherly contentions of car- 
nall minded men are conceited to be Religion and 
Pictie, When as oppreſſion is accounted forecaſt, 
and frugalitic, and Pride eſteemed as comelineſle, 
Lying held as pollicie, Idlenefſe pretended pouer- 
tic, and the voluptuous and immoderate wallow- 
ing in natures ſuperfluities defended by a pretence 
of Chriſtian libertie ; and all theſe the moſt hate- 
full and abhominable in the eyes of Almighty God 
of all others , to paſle and eſcape vnregarded and 
vnpuniſhed: Surely, O Lord, wee hauc iuſt cauſe to 
admire thy long ſufferance aboue all thy mercics. 
The Lord for his. infinite mercies fake, by that 
almighty power by which hee is able to ſubdue 
all things to his owne will, breake theſe ſtonie 
hearts of ours, that wee may alwaies ſtand in 
awe and feare of that dreadfull Maicſtie, that o 
forlaking the crooked waies of (inne and iniqui- 
tie, wee - may hold on our courſe in ſuch pathes 
as are agreeable to his holy will, vntill ſach 
time as it ſhall pleaſe him to tranſplant vs from 
this vale of wart»: and make ys glorious inha- 
bitants of thoſe ſacred pallaces, where nothing 
but light and bleſſed immortalitie, no ſhaddow 
of matter for teares, diſcontentments, feares, 
or any vacomfortable paſſions to worke vponz 
but all ivy, tranquilitie and peace cuen for c- 


uer and ever doe dwell, Vnto which place the 
Lord 


of Godly Five. 77 RY 
Lord in his due time bring vs all, for Chriſt Ic, , 
ſus fake; to whom with the Father and his moſt 
bleiſed and =_ Spirirc, be Glorie and Ma 
ieſtie, and Dominion, and Power , 


both now and for euer. 
ST Tmen, 
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p# 17 line 28, for, Theſe commit, reads That is, commits. 
#-20.4,36 for timer, finne, p.2 1,4. vis. for whereby, r. where. 


